
iPalpiti IMPRESSIONS 

                                             SELECTED POST-FESTIVAL E-MAILS and Letters: 

 What a phenomenal ensemble!  Thank you again for one of the most enjoyable evenings we've 

ever had listening to beautiful classical music and once again reiterate how incredible the 

orchestra was last night. We still can't get over how your orchestra sounds like "one big 

soloist."  … extraordinary performance.  

              -Karen Benjamin [noted soprano]& Alan Chapman [host KUSC-FM, pre-concert lecturer at LA Phil] 
 

 It was great to hear your extraordinarily talented group of musicians, whom I have heard 

several times before.  The Dorman is an excellent piece.  

                                                                                    - Chad[VP Artistic Planning, LA Philharmonic] 

 Year after year you give us a gift of the best concert in town. Impeccable Dvorak!  

                                                                                      - Dennis Bade  [LA Phil program writer, musicologist] 

 I just wanted to say how much I thoroughly enjoyed the concert at Disney Hall on Saturday. 

 It's a real joy to hear a string ensemble where all of the members are such high caliber 

performers; a really magnificent group. Eduard has outstanding musicianship…  I loved the 

program - very interesting!    

                    -Derek Gleeson [conductor &music director of Dublin Philharmonic]www.dublinphilharmonic.com 

 I just wanted to tell you again how much I enjoyed the iPalpiti concert at Disney Hall. The 

players were spectacular and the repertoire was fantastic and played with such nuance and 

conviction. Congratulations on a great festival!   

                                                                - Jennifer Chernick [Founder iCadenza.com] 

 iPalpiti Orchestra is an oasis for world class youth performers. They come together, under the 

expert direction of Eduard Schmieder, to provide their audiences the opportunity to witness 

concerts that are exquisite displays of their skill and a true delight!  

                                                                                       - Performing Arts LIVE 

 Dear Ms. Schmieder – 

Last night’s concert by iPalpiti was simply stunning.  We have rarely heard such beautiful 

string playing, sounding as if one voice, playing with passion, color, and humor.  It was an 

extraordinary evening of music, and we enjoyed every note.  The extremely high level of 

musicianship – phenomenal dynamic range, breathtaking unison, perfect intonation, 

expressive phrasing, rhythmic energy and integrity, professional deportment - all 

demonstrated that future classical music is, quite literally, in good hands!  Superb soloists 

were icing on the cake!  Maestro Schmieder, all the young musicians, and the many people 

behind the scenes are to be congratulated! Please keep us informed of future such events – we 

are anxious to hear more music making of this high caliber.    Thank you again for a 

memorable musical experience! 

- Diane Mitchell, President and Peter Odencrans, Concert Manager 

                                                       Hemet Community Concert Association 

http://www.dublinphilharmonic.com/


 From Russian-speaking audience, with quote translation: 
Поздравляю вас и ваших замечательных музыкантов с успехом фестиваля. Я слушала Малера, 

и получала ответы на все свои вопросы. Как прав Эдуард: музыка помогает молиться без слов. 

Впечатления превзошли все ожидания.   Translation: Congratulations to you and your 

extraordinary musicians on the success of the festival. Listening Mahler I received answers to my 

questions. How right Eduard is: music helps to pray without words. Impressions overcame all 

expectations.  Galina Stolina – Journalist, Almanac Panorama  

 "После этого концерта снова хочется жить",- “After this concert one wants to live 
again” -  Let this gratitude enter the flow of gratitude coming to you from myriad of 
hearts, and sustain you in continuity of the noble task you and Eduard have taken 
upon yourself.  - Галина 
 

Our favorite excerpt “reviews” from young audiences  

7th graders from Berendo Middle School: 

Dear Maestro Schmieder, 

…You conducted iPalpiti beautifully. The music that iPalpiti played was not only wonderful but entertaining as 

well. I think you kept the group on key and in unison… - Matthew Ramos 

Dear iPalpiti Orchestra and Maestro Schmieder, 

…I had a great time and would like to go anytime again. It sounded really great how you put all your energy into 

playing the instruments. It sounded actually a lot like a rock concert. It sounded like that, since all the musicians 

played the instruments really fast. In my opinion the only difference was that it was more classical. It was really 

amazing of how you could hear the music loud without any speakers…. I got used to liking this type of music 

which is classical. –Juan Augusto 

Dear Conductor Schmieder, 

When I first went in I thought it was going to be really boring, but it was the complete opposite… It was very 

nice music. Some parts made me feel scared other made me feel happy. One part I did not like made me sleepy 

and I went to sleep like for a minute… It was different kind of listening to the music, because I do not hear that 

kind of music at home. My friend next to me also liked it as much as I liked it. My feet and hands started to 

move with the music … It was a really fun experience to hear music that I don’t listen to at home. Thank you for 

letting us students listen to this beautiful music. – Francisco Avalos  

From Youth-at-Risk: 

Dear orchestra iPalpiti, 

I, Shetara Marie Sheard, greatly appreciate the tickets that you donated to my placement. I made my own dress 

especially for this evening. I have much respect for the people who are willing to help children in need. I highly 

appreciate this evening generosity and can’t wait to hear this wondrous opportunity. 

Allowing Youth-at-Risk to experience the “Arts” is a great thing. Your giving makes a difference. The group 

learned to appreciate classical music and were speechless. Thank you for sharing your beautiful music.   

                                                                                                               -  Kimberly McKinney, Deputy Probation Officer 



Dear Orchestra, 

…we really don’t get these opportunities but once in a life time, your generosity has uplifted and changed my 

life in such a genuine way. Thank you, I will remember this night always. - Ashley Crawford. 

Dear Orchestra, 

Thank you for the tickets and giving us the opportunity to see the world. For most of us aren’t that fortunate 

but your consideration and kindness has given us a chance. THANK YOU! – Lucy Malveaux 

From the Rescue Mission: … it was a phenomenal performance, thank you so much and G-d bless.  …it was one 

of a kind night  …being a musician at the mission I was so happy and astounded at the level of the performance   

…thank you for the fabulous and inspiring time   … words are not sufficient to express our gratitude. 

[Rescue Mission is an emergency shelter for homeless families with children – a room for 40 with sleeping cots] 

 
On July 26, the Chapmans invited us to their “Gershwin Songs” new show in Santa Monica  Annenberg 

Center.  As we entered, there were few applauds from the seated audience; turned out, they were 

“iPalpiti” audience from Disney and recognized “maestro” – as they loudly & proudly  told others and 

about iPalpiti concert – it was very moving. In the intermission, whole bunch of people came up to us 

to thank for the great gift of iPalpiti.      …AND MANY MORE 

 
From Goldstar audience: 
You have to check out this [iPalpiti] concert. I have been there 3 years in a row and it is by far the best classical music I 
have ever heard. See the link below for more info. 
 
On tours:  

 

“ in Israel we did not heard string  ensemble of such high caliber for many years”  - Radio Kol a Musica 

To  the Maestro:  
“…I attended your concert with the iPalpiti Orchestra this evening. It was absolutely magnificent. I am now a 
third year Ph.D. candidate in Music Education at Temple University. What a wonderful way to end the 
semester! I hope you know what a difference you are making in the lives of those musicians who specialize in 
stringed instruments and beyond. Your musicianship is superb and your command of the repertoire was so 
very sensitive and deeply meaningful.   I am better for having experienced the evening of music with you. I 
wish you and your ensemble the best as you build the bridge that brings cultures together through the power 
of music. You are a gift to Temple University and I am honored to have had the privilege to hear you this 
evening.” - J. Donald Dumpson 
 
The concert was AMAZING! I especially enjoyed watching Eduard conduct--absolutely magical... 
                                                                                                                                               -Evie & Chris Merrit 
 


